342                                      KANYAKUEJA.

This is a very silly story which probably has a good
moral. The brahmins, it will be remembered, have a similar
story to account for the name of the city of Kanauj. They
relate that Yayu, the Wind-god, also called a rishi be-
came enamoured of the 100 daughters of Kusanabha, king
of this country. The princesses refused to comply with
the god's lustful desires, and he m his ire made them all
back-bowed, and from this circumstance the city got its
name Kanyakubja.1 Another name for the district or
country is Maliodaya, explained as meaning "the land of
great prosperity". It is sometimes described as being in
the Andhra country, as we have seen, and it is also said
to be in the middle of India, in Madhyadesa.

It will be seen that in the description which Yuan-
chuang gives of Kanyakubja in the above passage he
represents the Ganges as being on its west side. Cunning-
ham makes him place that river on the east side, but this
is a mistake. Other old authorities place the Ganges
on the east side of Kanauj, where it still is. The city is
also described as being on the Kali-nadi an affluent of
the Ganges on its west side. Fa-hsien merely describes
the capital as reaching to the Ganges; but this evidently
was not on the west side, as he tells of a tope on the
north bank of the river about six li to the west of the
capital.

Our pilgrim here gives the number of Buddhist esta-
blishments in and about the capital as 100. This number
seems to point to a great increase of Buddhism in the
district from the time of Fa-hsien, as when that pilgrim,
visited the Kanauj country there were apparently only two
Buddhist monasteries at the capital. The "non-Buddhists",
or yi-tao (H Jg), of our pilgrim who meet us so often in
the Eecords, were evidently the priests or other professed
ministers of the various non-Buddhist systems of religion.
These must have increased and Buddhists decreased at
Kanyakubja after our pilgrim's time, as when the Sung
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